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To Toe EDITOR OF THE HERALD :—

I inke pleasure tn avalliug mysell of the oppor-
tunity afforded me, and tnroogh me to my peop.e,
of ofleriug some thonghts touching the valldity of
e Mecklenburg Declarativn of Independence,
whioh tuok piace tn the town of Charlotte, on the
20tk duoy of May, 1775, within & stone's throw ol
tue place o whisn [ now write, Born aond rearsd
uwmong the traditions of the past hundrad years,
% would, lndeed, be treason to deny that such a
decharation was mude, and that, too, aé the time
wtated above, From that tyme to the present she
universal belief, with & few (solnted exceptions, 18
tnat Colonel Tuomaes Polk, then colowel of the
wiltis of the county of Mecklenvurg, ealled a
couvention of the people of the county, In
consequence of the geunerally disturbed condiiion
ol poviety, occasiongd by the oppressions of
the mother country, by sna through the lllegal
exuetlons of the offeers of the Brivisn urown,
That Convention assembied In Charlotte on the
164k duy o Muy, 1775, and ko great was the feeling
on the part of the participators (o the proceedings

ol the Uouvention that the ecagion was prolonged |

oot e morning of the 20th,  Later lo the even.
g ol the 19th an eXpPress messeoger arrived with
iwformation of tne battie of Lexington, Mass.,
vrioging ntelligence that
DLOOD HAD BEEN EPILT

In delence of American freedoin just one month
pefore, and, ¥o great was tho feeling ol sympathy
on che part of the actors of that lmmortal oceas
#on, thit those who bad refrained from actually
commiing themselves to an open declaration of
indepen lences no longer hesitated, but at oncs
colngiaed with such men as Dr. Ephraim Brevard,

Tuis 18 all we clalm, except that immediataly
aller that event, and iong prior to the Deelaration
ol lodependence, which occurred at Polladelphia
I 1776, the ciiizens of Mecklenburg county took
WiepE to put themselves ou & war looting and
made good thewr bold Deciaration by taking an
setive and memorable part in the seven years'
etruggie lor indepondence which followed the gen-
eral geclarsiion ol war on the part of tne United
Colonivs, L

The citizens of the State of North Jar ''naare
muking copsiderable preparations to |
veieurnie such an lmportalt epoch fn the nun
@l their history on the ocedsion o the Content
wnniversary, which tukes piace omn the 20th inst,,
a041 1t 18 due 1o us and the werds oI sruth to say,
Lhat wiille there may be some who doulit the gen-
nineness of the Deciuration, there eXisis no
disvbelie! among our people, lnasmuch as thera
Bave veen at diferent periods since 1520 vccasional
direussions us to the suthesticlty of the Meok-
lentn:g Declaration, it may not be out of placa
lor me 10 notlee {n estenso some of the arguments
whith have been brought forward 1o order thac
they tony be properly sud duly spswered o ihe
satikiaction of wuy uuprejudiced wiud,

WILEN THE DOUNTS AROSE.

The first tie 'he authentioity of thim Deelara-
V0L WA aver douviou wis 1o ISl o thet yewr,
uA & matter of mformuetion and luterest, sowe
Mussuclinsetis  puper—tue sry. 1 shink—pub-
Brued ine  Declaration, with  an iohmation
on_ the part of the edifor that be bellovea it
to be genmine, Mr. Julin Adaros, |10 8 private cor-
respobdence with  Mr. Thomas Jeferson, lor-
wurded thnl gentleman & copy of the paper con-
tuining the Declaration, st tae same time stating
Saut he (Mr. idems) belleved it to be geuuine,
In Mr, Jefferson’'s reply he (treated tne
whoi¢ matler a8 an “unjustifiable quig.'
‘‘'me  punicstion ol  this  letier Af _ tnat
time created considerable exeitement lo North
Carolina, particularly samoug the descendants of
Whe paprio's of the Revolutivn then UVIng n
Meckisuburg county, and Weasurcs were taken
by the Legislature of Nofth Carolina (as it had
Become & Starte matier) to collect and arrange
tue documents relaiive to the Meckienourg Dec-
laration, which were publisned in 1841, apa by
these wod olber pubiicatluns which have subres
quently appeared, the authentieity of the Declara-
LD 1# estabhsued beyond cavil or dount,

It in unnecesssry jor us, at toie jate dav, to
calnmnigte the character of Mr. Jefferson. rest-
g fs It QUes ON & more solld and endunng
foundation than the stmple writing of the Amer-
cau Deciaration of independence at Phitgoeiphis,
tat At the same time it 18 both gecessary sud
proper tor us to vindicats and defend the honors
whicn Justly agd truly beiong to

BECKLENBUBG AND HER 8SONS,

Al the time of whicn we write nearly ball a
ornary bad passed since the beciaration had veea
mwade,  Mr, Jemerson, from belng & prowjnemc
menber of the Coatlbental Cougress, bad goue on
Mlep vy sep In the path of fwine, until he hed
reschied, 86 (o apeak, tis acme of human groat-
ness Lo bave acknowisdged that he hud copied
uny porton of his ummortal Declaration, wuich
was »o solemuly and furmuslly sdopted apa signed
et hlladelpnia oft the 411 aay of July, 177,
irutn @ =ol of “reralved’ adopted thirteen mooins
Belore Ly the patfiots (Who Were mostiy larmers,
A0 nen then onEnown 1o lume), of Mecklenourg,
woud pe o rob &t foesi one jewel from the dis-
uein bal had been awarded bim by the *nmg
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Martin, was the only declaration ever made, In
auswor (o the query | will siale that she Seere-
tiary, John MeKmitt Alexandor, kept the oniy
regord of Lthe proceedings which were known Lo
be 1o existence 1o 1800, and thut o April of shat
eur iy mansion was destroyed by fire, and tne
0ok oont%n.lns! the lBportant gocument Was

burned. cluration was printed in the
Cape v Mercury, oue of tlhis swo papers
then  published in  North  Caroling, o

copy of which was sent 1o fis government by
Goverpor Martin_on the J0sh of Juge of the sume
Jear, then B Feluges on one vl His Mujesty's shios
Of war (o the Lower Cape Doar, and donounceda by
bim as auove guoted. la the year 150d Colonel
John H. Whegler, North Carolina's most abie nis-
torian, visited London, carrying with bim @i lotier
of introduction from the Hon, Z, B, Vanoe, then
Govervor of North Carolins, to tie Hun, James
gy e
iates in o wther "
such evidence as might be suaznnmc’m reyard 1o
the olonial history of North Uarolina. He founa
mau{ documentd reiating to the eurly history of
Nargh Caroling, both as & colouy and s a dtate,
o! which he took coples, with s view ol pablisnin
them in & pecond eaition of Jus Historics
Sketohes of North Curglinn”  He jound the
aedputell of Governor Martin relasing W the
Declaratlon, but the cupy ol ine
Fear  Mevewry,  which  wad  sild  to  bave
contpined the Declarakion referred to, was not
to be tound, and A8 Wosence lelt rvom Lo doubs
elther that it never existed or that it did not oon-
LAl the Declieation, a8 clillmed by our people, A
note in pencil stated Thit it nad been taken out ol
e omie xif Goveruor Audrew Stevenson, of
Kentucky, then Minister of the United Staies to

! the Cours of St James, and Enst it had never been

returced. Upon tbe réinrn of Colonel Wheeler to
the United States he adaressed a letter to the
hon. John W, sievenson, now United States Seua-
tor from Kentucky, and the son of the sentieman
referred to, inrming him thal the midsing paper
had been lost and requesciog his sld lo Andiog 16
1) o gnuuld be wmong any of s [nloer's eI,
Mr. stevepsun answercd wiat afier doe and dili-
gent search among his inther’s pupers (his farher
being dea;) the misang copy of the Cape Fear
Mercury conld not be [ouud, out that despatebes
and other memoranas had Leen lound wilch 1o-
dicated Lthat tie paper bad becn in Lhe possessiv,

of bis fatler.
THE LOST LINK.

Had this lttle newspaper siip veen found elther
in aue pussession of the Brivish Mistorical Sociely
of in whe hands of Mr, Stevensou ur his helrs
thers would have besa DO possiole grounds lor
Any wntruverﬂ or bad not the origiual copy, 1n
poskcssion of My, Alexander, the sectetary ol the
weeting, been destroyed, Mr, Goodloe and other
doublérs would not have come to Lhe froot with
thelr peculinr and unnatural arguments to deny
the Meckienvarg Decluration ol the 2uth of May,
But aiter all the elfure to obtaln \bls paper ana
the falure (o do o, In its absence we uatarally
inquire lor other evidence, aud we turn to that
uuerring tradition which can be substantlated in
& liundred families in the counly of Moeoklenourg
to-day. Duer the world dobbt chat Jullus Coesut
lived, and yet wuo could prove it to toe satisfne-
tion of A eourt of Justice ¥ Meckienbnrg Lad pro-
dueed two  Presldents of toe United States,
Audrew Jucksor and James K, "ok, vota
men of jearning and emiuence, and both of
wiom W their lives gave unfesitating belief In
tie Deciaration of Indepennence which wus de-

clared at Uharlotie on the 20t May, 1775, and yet |

the existence of a few court records, land deails,
&, wolel may be dedsroyed by flre witpin the
next gwenty-four hours, are the only evidence,
iegal of cuurde, that we have that thoy ever
formed part ol our community, aud, with these pa-
pers destroyed, a hundred years hepce the world
mizht safely aoubt tha® elther "gentleman ever
hved ot all,

1 may copclude this letter by saying that what-
ever uonbts mAy eXist on the part of the world at
Jarge 1o regard to the Declaration which we claim,
thigre cXisid noue whatever un the pars of the pee-
ple of Mecklenburg, msind although there s no
wubstuntial grounas lor dishelief, i1n the name of
wy pegpie L thank the Heratn, the groatest
weiws paper Of the  age, lor its eédort to
unvell the truth of history, huowever obscurs 1§
way appear, satisfled us 1 am that the people of
Meckicuburg, sbie descendants ol the patriotsa of
the Hevolution, have wothing Lo lear lrom the
clusest investgation into the truth or falsity of
our cialms,  The name of Mecklenburg will ever
wdurn toe pages ol tue Distory ol our grest coun-
try. Her acuon in soe days ol 'To was ail thiss ber
wost loving son to-day would have desirod, But
thit |8 not enough; soe 8ent lurth Her svns 1D tne
WAL ol 1812 a8 weil a8 in the days ot the Kevolutiow in
ALEWEr Lo Ler country’™ call; and agaln i the war
wilh Mexico tuhers were uo truer defenders of
the Stars and Stripes than she sons of Meokien-
aurg, and last, though uol least, when the leesin

ng throughout this couutry n 1861 the
iriotte . ‘‘Horpets"”  made one company
wn* first  rogiment  which met  the

- % “Betpel,” the sruvops on  the
Uolileuvie « slde beltg comuanaea vy General b,
H. Hill, & citizen  of Charlotie, and of  the 115,000
troops (rom tols Stete who wedt to the Iront un-
der Loe, in the furiber strugele of that oister con-
test—who met MeDowell ot Monsssus end bBuil
Bun and whe Surrendered 1o Graut at Appowa’-
tux four yem 8 later—Mecklenburg ruraishcd con-
siderauly more tuan ber quots; and, knowing
them as | do, | bave no hesitaton 1o saying thas
tuey would be Just us quick v answer a call of the
guvernment to-qay as they were o 1776, 1 1512, 10
1548 or in 1801,

Pardon me for this digression from the main
subject, and allow me only to add that the time as
my commpand will oot
tuces as | migns be able o do gad | tine; bot [
wiil take plensare u referring &u und Jouz read-
era to “Joues' Delepes of Nortn Careling,” “‘Fooie's
Skerches ol North Caroline," ~Waeeler's Historical
shetches of North Carolaw;" “Governor urg 's

cmons, " ¢ s Pyturist Fisla Book "W
Revolutiun,” and otber works that | could meu-

.
1 am, very respectiully, your ohedlent servan:
i "I CUARLES I JONES,

WELLING'S LETTER.
WasnINgTON, May 10, 157,
To THy EDITOR OF THE HERALD:—

1 nave the homor %o acknowiedge the recep”
tion of your note, in which you ask me to prepare
& popuinr exp of the “Declaration of Inde-
pendence'! parporting to bave been adopted and
promuigated by a poruion of the people of Meckieo-
warg county, in the Siate of North Csrolina, on the
20th of May, 1776

For the courtesy you bhave done me in this ap-

4. G

piieaiion I am, 1t I8 prezumed, inaebied to the fact |

that mince the year 1856, when | made my first pub-

lication oo thls sopie (0 the coiumus of the ANa, |

nonal Intelligencer, 1 have taken an bumble pare
In the historical controversy wolch bas mo long

been wagea over this docament, with regard allke |

to the genuineaess of its autbhoraiip aod the au-
thentivity of 1ts conteain.

As 1 nave been led by my mvyestigations Lo cou-
truvert the traditional and pupular optmons heid
in Norsh Carvilna on this topic It gives we

plessure to siate thas 1 have found nothing in |

these iuvestignilons which seems in the siightert
degree to detracs irom tbe exaitea patriotism of
the Mockienburg worthies of 1576 or lower the
plous veoeration 1o which they are neld vy their

AWErican peome. He accordingly o
the wuole thing us & “houx,” ana ol
what he could to make other peopis
as incredulous as he nlmsed was; but Such sn
apundant array of evidence was preseoled as (o
BO WODKET lEAvE ARy doubl About tue whole mat-
ter. SO great was the feeling tbat in 1856 an im-
mense celebration was held in Chariotte, aud in
Lue provession which twok place wera not less than
seventy-Ove old wen, noue of thom less LOAD seV-
euty-ive years« of age, ecach ol Whim WOre a
on wlieh wad printed, “20tn May, 1975,
thus giviag, at one tme, seveuly-ive nving wit.
nesses 0F the uuta o the Meckienburg Declara.
Lo, here were lving, trutbful witnesses, un-
contrudicted, and men whose words could pot be
cuntradicted, giving plain, aomis evidence,
wilch coila not b sat aside. 1n addition to Lhess
wilthesses, | ma¥ stivie that the comimon weadluons
0 the Whoie couniry sustaln the 0th of May Dec-
inrsvion.

THESN ARE FACTS
wihich bave cowe aown to us ou ihe pages of his
Wiy, Which Are ms (romd Be the earth iweei
which, whon proof is demunded, are noL soscept!-
vie of demous ration. Dr, hately wrote o
sk B0 prove thal po sucu person us Napoteon
Bonaparte ever existea, aud Mr. Jetlersun nimseil
uosuted the existence ol Jesus Ohriss, and ye:
CAn ANT sane mind deny the exisience of elther,
Hol making any relerence o toe relgions beuer
nold by many on Une subject. |am not able At
thla day o produce srooyger testimony than the
Lrudiuons of & hundred years, amung sn loteiil-
sons peonie, sid oo sirupger proois sheuld ve
callen jor. A part of ihe evidence which we arn
avie 10 sabmil, i addicon 1o the eload of testl-
mony which can be obtained, ls the despatcn of
wovernor Maruu le lids government, in which he

aeclures that “ine resolves ol the prople
siying themsslves & commitles Jor Lne
county of Mecklenturg, most traltoronsly declaring

oo entite dissolution of the laws, gevernment
wind consaftution of this coulitry, seitiug up A
syatom of ruie and reguistion ropugnant 1o the
laws nud subversiva of His Majedty’s government. '’
vysally positive shooid be tae fact that on the
Llomustane of the Rev, Hozekiah J, Balch, oue of
the sghers of the Meckiesburg Deciaration, at
Foplar Tent churchyard, uear thus place, (s In-
eoribod that o8 Was & mMAmuOr of fnat @lorous
bund that met At Charlotie on the JUth aay of
May. 1775, amii declared indepencence. Also the
iombsioue of Rev, Humpbrey Huuter, bured at
Beel visek, near nere, which bears the same in-
“cription. No one ef the pions peopls who fre-
LURDE taews churcues of God to pay wueir devo-
Lol W (he breily ever presumed fo doubl that
fiisn SIIAGE meworials wers saythiog vut Loo
( HIe Whoie tratn amd pothing vus she truth,
Ppose anyiling <l woukd sthmp (Helr vieki-
65}, URAr 10 Lhe poopic Of sae State;, Wila iy
B g TRCE,
WHERR 1% THH ORIGINAL?

Thore are thoas wio will be reauy toexelaim,
“1 16e Diciaraciun ok place a8 18 HOW aaseried,
WLY I8 it THBE the original copy has @os been pro-
served 1 Tradition niorms o8 that there were &
peries of MELUNES Deld by the citizens o the oonn-
1y Luth anterior ana Sutequents o the guin of
Ny, ind some bave even claimed shit a et of
ted [utions, sdopied on ke Alet of May of the
FAIES YEAT ANG Wolch were more coRcliatory ia
Shedd slmiacter bede L0ose drnoungyu Ly Goyelber

d a of the present day. On the coutrary,
I sappose ihat the views which 1 have been comw-
pelled w adopt, in commmon with more lcaroed
historieal eritics, such as Mr. Baocrois and the
Iate Peter Force, are the only views which can ba
made consistent with & loysl and intelligent ad-
miration of the Mecklenburg heroes, as they are
believed to be the only views which van stand the
ultimate scrdtiny ol an imparcial miod when &l
the facts of the case are put iu vhe record. [
altach the more mportance to this statement,
wolch I place at the very threshold of my commu-
nication, because | am anwilling 1o have it sup-
posed, evem (or & moment, that | have proposed
to mysell the shalluw pleasures of the mnere lcono.
clast in uodertaking the work of resesrch
upon this q  And in snbsequentiy making
pupiio tbhe resuits of that researcn. 1t is doped
that even the cursory view to whicn | must ho re-

mtricted 1n the preseut discussion will safMice to |

show that in vinaicating the truth of istory In
this matter it is DOt Docessary, |n the least degree,
to deiract from the bereditary reaown ard pre.
emluneut patriotism of the &talwart and enlight-
ensd men who adorned the annals of Meckienonryg
county during she Revolusiouary era. Certain it
is that | proiess myseil to be thelr fervent admirey,
and in vambly wiplng from thelr tombaiones the

lichens and moss of more than hall w ceatary [ |

confess as well 10 the reverent homage as 1o the
painstaking zeal of an UId Morcaticy,  If the Mise

niubus which has gathered around shelr browa |
from the ousts of o local wadition must nesds be |

dissipated (L 18 that we may the betier adorn
their vensrable heads wish an aureole ol brighter
apiendor and purer lustre. The fame of thess
fliuatrious patriots ias nothing to fear exeept from
the indiscetion of those who prefer te view them
through the distortions of /abie rasier than in the
sdry lght of truth "
GOING BENEATH THE SURNACE,

What s populariy Known s+ the “Mocklenborg
Declaration of Indepeudeace' was frst publiabed
so the world in the Ralelgn Ragister of Aoril 30,
1810, The document, as then publisted, purported
to be “u troe copy of the pupers’ lefi on tBis sub-
Ject i Whe Dands of nis sop oy Jobn McKnitt Alex.
ander, au Indoential eltizen of Mecklenburg
codn'y, wio died In the year 1817, fis son, Dr, J
McEaitt Alexunder, in giving publicisy to ihe

doonment, accompanied i wilh twe following
gertificace 1 —

The fersgoing s a troe copy of 1he paperson the abov
rulject. g1t in my ndnds h’y Jdeho Er nin annuﬂvr.
deceassd. | find it mentioned on flie that the erigins
Book wus hurnmd April, 180 el & aopy of the proessn.

Jugy waa seid o bUgs WINIASUM, WIEE WOILGK A 5.

| the whole paper of nis farnss purportad, en its

ow me Lo colinte auch |

| lished by *J. McKnitt" in islY, Is Wentical s 18

| year isud, wichout n hne ol she original sext o
| #Wiue hm, It follows that the abseuce ol sl

| miads by u poraon of the propie of Meekienburg

| Shiese

| eatertain such an mjurious suspicion Without

rth Oarcline, hat & was senb o
BLLE e e by MRS

The Mecklenvurg Declaration of Independence
wis thus published for the Hrat ime and ceriifie
nf Ur. J. MeKnits Aiexander witn the suppres.ion
of his puternal name,  Toe Declaration as pub-
Nahed wis gecompanied with an WMstonical narra-
tive purporting o explain Lhe clredmstances o
wnieh 8 omgloated, and this DArTaiye proiesses,
by the dute placed ot (s head, Lo have besn Wrik-
Lén oD the 20t of May, 1776, 'This representation,
howerer, has no loundation in fuol, a8 the Darra-
tive undertikes 1o recite events wiieh oceurred
not ouly duys, but eyem yewrs, after thal date.
Such 8 mode of recording Veracious history s, o
say ibe least, very lnartistie, thon it 18 no
necessary to impute any iraadolent design in the
premises, The fuct that Dr, J, McKolte Alexander,
#on of old Join McKnitt Alexander, supjress-ed nis
PALronymic in certiiving to the geudiueness of the
Copy he bad made from the papers of s father,
has been ciied 10 evidence as evinciog o waot of
candor on his part, but his delendars ak the pres-
ent day plead in exrenuation ol this apparent
coneesimens tnat he often omitied the suruame
from hip signature because of the commonness ol
tae name of Alexander in Meckleuburg couaty
and lue vicinage,

ACCEPTING THE TRUTH OF THIS
statement a4 en:imlﬁ sillsfuctory, the historieal
gritle ol the present day, o furtber tracing Lhe re-
Inous of *J, MeKntte' o the documents 18 goes-
tion, wouD stumbles on a dlscovery which ne bnus
1L mueh more difMcalt to reconcile eliner witn 1ne
fraukness wiigh should be practised or eise the
aceniacy whicn should be gerupuluusiy ouserved
In making & copy of such an mlﬂruut inr.
Dr. J. MeKnivi—we may %o eall him Sineé that 15 the
name he preferred—nid stated, as we huve seen
in roe certiicate attached to il publieation \n the
year 1819, ihat nls fatver appearcd lrom the
record “om flle” to bave given s copy of the
Meckienbarg Declaration, smong oiher persons,
to Geos al W. R. vie, & distingulsned citizen of
Nortn carohua, Searci wad instlooted lor s
copy among the pupers lefv by Genersl Davie at
nis decease, and the Jdocument was luind in the
weil-known, and a8 wo are ussured by eompetent
teatlmony, 1o Lie unmintekable naud-;%wq ol the
veneiable John McKuits Alexander, I8 “LDuvie
copy" of tue Mecklenvurg Declaration of
Independence was loog preserved in  the
archives ol the stite Depurtment of North Caro-
lina at Ralelgh, but wus 8t lengih removed from
thit custody by the late Governor I B, Swaln,
while ue was President of the North Carolinn Uni-
voraily,  Governor Swain bhad been appointed to
the office of *llistorical Ageny'’ of Norih Caroliua,
and to that capucity he withdrew th's paper trom
e State depository, shat bo mignt have an op-

ortuoliy of subjecting 1t to s cridlcal inspection.
have seen an autogroph leiter of Governor
Swain, addressed to tue Hon, Heory 8, Randasll,
the blographer ol Jeiferdson, 1n wiicn, under daty
of April 6, 1548, GOVErnor Swaln siales that tue
“Duvie copy™ of the Meokleuunrg Deciaration of
Indepencence was at that time I s hunds,
Wheo tois »Davie copy' came 1o up eXaminod by
Governur Swuin he [ound LHAL it was sccompnnied
by a certficate of John McKnitt Alexanier, which
told an entirely dilfereut sl:urq itom the cortificato
with whicli Dr. ©J, MceKuits," his son, had acoom-
fﬂnlnd tha Arsy publickuon of the Deciaration in
ne year 1510, Che il certificate appecaed by
Joho McKnits Alexander to the copy whien be
bad given 1o Governur Davie runs o8 fllows i—

It mav ba worthy of molice here to ohserve Lhat the
rares:umﬁ atatmanent, mougn fudamentally correct, moy
not fitarally corrcapoml with the wl rocorel f the frtiiige=
bione af s Deligition and Comet :\0‘ doyuivg, os w'l the vecorils
and papers wers burnt with the Rowse an Aprofd, 180 but
previous to thut tme of 150 a tull copy ol 1-: reeoris,
atthe request of Dr Hugh Williuson, Wice of New
York, but fornierly 4 Represontative in 'l."rmt T8 from
this atate, was furwardod 1o lom by Uolonel Williamn
FPalk, in order that those sarly traussctions molghc dil
their propes place in a history of this Staie, then :rmus
by saud Dr, Wilinmson 1o New York,

Certitted to ke best gf oy recoliection and bebler, this 54 day
of Seplember, 1870, J. MeK, ALEXANDEER,

Now, 1t 18 4afe to gay that if this cersificate had
Fu n its appearance simoltancousiy with too

rat publleation made on the subjees by ‘4,
MeKnio (atne yeur 1819, there could néver bave
been any ground for the loug contro-
versy whic bas  prevalied In  regard
to either tne gouulnencss or the anthen-
ticity of the eoklenburg  Declaration of
lndepeudence on the 2mh of le. 1778, In point
of fact wnls gertificate was not given to the worid
until the year 1853, when It was published in_she
North Oarolina University Mognziue by vhe Rev.
Frojessor Charles Poillips, a colleagua ol Governur
Swaln o the Chapel HUl Umiversicy, and who
mwaids tuls publication onder the Govervor's super-
Intendence, Professor Pilllips still ives o sntien-
tieate the acouracy of B trapscript, betng ng

resent & oitizen of Mecklenburg eonunty aud a
mewver of the Faeulty of Daviason College. aitu-
ated witnin ita borders. Tne “Davie copy' hus
L2l been 1048 Or wisinid,

THE TELL-TALE CERTIFICATR.

In all respects, axcept in the matier of B8 cer-
tileale ana, perhaps, one otler HupoNtALL Varin-
tivn, the “avie copy" of the Mesklenburg Declara-
ton wias found by Governor Swain and I'rolessor
Paulips to be plentical with the puper pabasied
by 4. MeKupitt” in the year 1510, The perunent
question, when, arlses, Woy dld not *J, MeKnio?
give the certidoate of uls tather in ii* Way did he
80 Truoeate tho cersificate as 1o coneeal the Inch thue

tary of

face. to be notulog more than “ite best recolioe-
tion and behw!” of a wan Wrlliog avouat eveintls
WHIoH had ocourred sWenty-51X yours agune, and
wIthoul & Fingle scrap of the original records with
wiilch 10 relresu lis memory. We can exculpain
him from Linme \n the prémises only hy e dhar-
Ltuble supposition that e puper whien fen into
his hands bad receivad Irom bis jather n less
coplous and Irank certificate than was appended
by t.hehlnne Dand to the “Davie copy? ol Wls doo-
umen

Huw there questions may best be auswerad Is a
malter ouir wi private concern between Johu
MoKuiit Alexander, toe father, aud “J. MoKoi,'
bis son. Tne unportont fuet with wiben the pun-
li¢ are concernad in this uiry 15 the admitred
faot thas the Declaration ol Independence, as puo-

terms with tue Deciaradion of Indepenuence as
cootalneu 1o the “Davie copy.’” And L tois latter
was cullje 0 Dbe Dothiug inore Lhan
the asrtempt of Johm Mokaitt Alexander to
Teproduce @ long siring of resolutions ana of otbher
transaclions, witooul the wid of any originai rec-
orus whatsoever, it will pe Seen that we have
touched the botrom of this iavesiigation only to
fing tuat there ;8 pothing on woich to rest our
feet. If the authenticity of this Deciaration be
coneeded—that 15, U It e admitted tnal dhere may
huve neen such & vecluration—tie shape in whicu
we BAVe [T cer maly nus groulne, Walel caniot
Tise abuve it level, And JuEt us lirtle can doe Neds-

lenburg Declaraiion of ind-peudence, ul May 2, |
1778, ever hope to rise ighnr TDAn &8 sOurea iu woe |
memory ol Juln Mekuitt Aexander, whiting out |
NS best Fecollections o transactions anid resoju- |
tiuns whton bad so tar lwaed from s md thag he |
15PNk Lo coniess ¢ the) may BoLCOrFespond Witk |
tire orginal Fecorda’  AS it s supbosed by our |
Nurth Carvuns friends that she Mecsienoulg Dec-
laration ol indepencenoe, whuleVor Way ixve been
118 purport, was the cowmnposition ol Dr. kparaim
Brevard, a pairiotic citizen of Meokienvurg, in
1575, mud #s ¢ W In evulegce Lhat we Davs
toudny  only 80 much  of  that  Degiaration
asJobn MeKmts Alexander could vecall in tus |

soLuiueness io the documsnt must Lo ireely ad- |
wilted even Ly those wno woula moss lke o bu-
leve in its anthentuiciiy, Toe reader Wili Desr iu
mindg (hat Sue guestion ol gonnlnencss /i suob o
CIACUSHION A8 TS Teiales to bne auihoraing of the |
paper, 400 that the quesiion o lis sutbenticny

| rejabes (0 the veracily ol 1s cuntents,

AN IMPUETANT CONSLDERATION,

Hinving suowhn Ol Liie testimony af (ts reporter
thatihe Mecklenburg Decloration of lndependence,
WH WE HOW LAVE |k, 18 N0 & gencine dovument, §
bpave teXsto consider Lue question of bis authentio-
1y, Was there aay declaraiiou of mdependency

on the 20tn of May, 177of IMa the patriows of
Meckienbuarg, on thal day, formally and lorever
vdissuive Toe politicel bends wbich had connecied
them with the molher country, aod absolve them-
selves (rom ail allegiaoce to the British Crown.'!

tracted the Declaration eleven days afterwaic. |

Were ihey men of sucs loflrm purpose &8 Lhis 7
But the negative cvidence does nos end hore, A
litrie more than three months &iter the aate of
May 20, 1775, when Joun MoAuitt Alexander,
Tnomas Polk wod otners wre represented o bave
“deciured ndepencence,” we find  these
voery leaders sitting o the Norih Carolins
FProvineml Congr un, mud on the ZUd of August,
1716, we jurther fwd shem signing & lest of
yalty, In “profegsion of their uuuf ance to the
King ahd aeknowledging the consttutlonal execu-
wve power of goverament.” Had gpness men de-
clared lnaepenueace ou the 20t o May, 11747 To
BUppOEE 80 18 L0 lowd their names snd memories
WIth the most terrible of iwputations, asd L koow
of nntlllgg 1o ghelr nonoravie and manly coarac-
ters wilch can Juatly sneh s tremennous (mp=aci-
mens of elther their couriwe or their candor as
we must allow Lo e apulnst vaem L0 whey pro-
clntmed themselves independent of Grest Hritalo
on the 20th of ¥, 1773, aad plighted tneir vows
of aliegiance & livi@ more than three montng
i thum is not il The celegntes
sicting in thin North Cavolins Provingial Comg ress
irom Meokienbure, inclading John MoKnlit Alex-
ander, the sponsar of the se-called Declaration of
Independence, joined with tosir colleagues in a
onnoimous addreas 1o the peaple of Great Brituin,

Joun MeKnitt Alexander, with ail nis collougues
from Mecklenburs county, unit d 1o this address;
m s ulmmnrd aat 1Ir W;l ;dupm} ;;na..ut-

@ members of ¢he Provinclal cCon.
¢S, Ab{l.“ ol absentees wae Kept Dy the Seere-
ﬁr: of e Congress, ana the Meckleuburg deie-
gates du Dok Sppear to huve been absent at its
adoption, It remaing, then, lor me to say thas in
very mercy v the painocs of Mecklenburg 1n 1775,
as well a8 In glmpie justice to 108 truth ol aa-
thentlo istory, we must nold that there neither
Was nor could huve been any sush Declaration aa
what which John MeKnitt Alexander lurtisied up
from memory after the lapse of more thau & quar.
ter ol a centory.
WAS IT ALL A MYTH ?

Wan, then, the Mecklenburg Deciaration of Tnde-
pendence of May 20, 1775, the pure and stmple
coinage of Jonn Meknitt Alexauder's brain ¢ By
Do means, He wia nonestly trying to reeall the
evenin and declarations of May a1, 1774 The
recurd ol these events and declarations hud becn
entirely lust from public Bigas atter the daie of
thewr first publicktion in 17756, They were agan
brought to ligne by toe (ate Peter Furce, of Wiaanh-
Ington, in theé year 1534, On the 1sth ol Decem-
ber in that year that veteran historleal invesil-
gator annouuced thelr discovery througn she ool
umng of the National inteltigeneer, and he recog-
nized i them Ot once the dhutbeéntic resolutioons
wihich Julin MeKpitt Aiexacder ind songht to re-
produce, but of which he bau succeeded i making
only u feebie truvesty, And |u reachiog this con-
CLUSIon It 18 more to the praise ol Mr. Force's hus-
toricat sagnelty, tratued though hé Was in such re-
Henrenes, thiwt it that thne—in 1s04—nhe did not
Know, a8 we Know now, thal Alexander's version of
the  Meckienonrg resolufion was conlessedly
drawn [rom ma “‘best recollection and bellel®?
Thit signifioant fact was not sulfersa to transpice
io Noreh Jarolion until the year 1853, thongn the
cominittes of the North Carviing  Legisisture,
ghuarged in the year 1500 with the publication of
avidesce 1D suprors ol the geouineness and an-
thenticily oi the sv-called Declaraiion ol May 20,
ninst have had she Davie copy"” of that docu
went In tbeir bands, Tee certllicate tiulished
under the supriiniendence of GOVErLoOr SWaln st
A later date uniortupately escaped Lueir wollce,
otherwise it might buve grestly mouitied their
CONCURIONS,

But 1b will be sald that thers are a dozen or
more of Withesscs wio, speaking rum their recols
legtions of wliig they oeard and saw o Meckivn.
burg durlng toe yeapr 1375, have nuderidken to
corroborate e stalements of John MeKmbt Alex-
aoder with regiard 10 LOIL the Twets aba dales of
s story, All those nlen guve their resiimony aftes
:&t“pun.lenlmn aof o, MolRuite” had béen maae 1n
resolostuns of May 21 had been restored to
wlght, And yet, even (o giving shewr evidence
unader this \!'Llilnvnnl:ngs, severtl ol these wit-
Desses ake stalelnents whivh prove undeubred!y
that they were thinnge of Lhe regoives of May 51,
for they make allusiond to ficts aud declirations
tound in thosde resolves wlone. the memories of
thuse men, as the memory ol Joun Mehnite Alex.
Alder belove Lhewn, were rescoing pack 1o the
wagnanimons  prellc manifesto,  whleh  bal
marked ag epoch 1 tie aonasls of Mecklenburg.
That moanifesto, 44 SOMe ol Lhee Wilne=ses ru-
membered, vaa voldly deciared that “all laws
wnd commianluul confirmed vy or derlved trom
the putnoriey of the King and Pacismont wore
anunlied sud vacated ; that no egisiative or ex-
eculive powers Lhien extsted 10 e COOLIEs €X-
cept tose ordaiaed oy the  Provinela congress of
ench Frovigce under the direcuon of the Gress
Consinsnial  Colgress; what  any person
therealier recoaviny  oF  exXercising a  com-
mussien from (e Crown Was 10 Le “deemed
A0 ousmny o lys  country," and tpAL
I suppors of thess  decinrations soldiers
bad Leen rased, with powder and lead ana fluts,
L0 2how thud tie mei oF that erisie had foll uy-
dersianding of thelr tines and  “mednt businoss’?
1kl OGS sbey so pobly spoke And bravely dia.
IT these wilpesscs .orgol the littie reservation
contamed an wne eighteentd resolntton of tbe
wertes—ia resolugon lvoking to the restoraton of
royal prerogatlves on tue renunciation by Greis
Britaia of Fer uojust und arbitrary presensions
With Trespect th Anerica—It was simply because
Lhie subsequent course ol evVenis had never iglven
any rvem (or ihe ocourrence ol this ConuBgency.

THESE RESOLUTIONS OF MAY 31, 177
ware not, 16 18 troe, a forwal declaration of inde-

JUremust in givi
have subsequently professed Lhemselves to be
Gd m) 4t boart toward the coustitutional rights of
the Britsh Orown.  But the srand woien they then
aud there Lok 10 mulnrenance of their Pignts e
them in & ticol Ifnot in a theoretical attitade
04 g ns Témards the Hritsh suthority,
‘Lme sturdy velieves Lo the genuiueness aud au-
thenticity of toe manifesto of May 20, 1775, may
bere buter, wiin the remark that, notwith-
slan these apparently inlallible signs of ita
nubistorical churueler, we bave the lestimouy of
Governor stokes, given in 1850, Lhat in tne year
1793 e, Willlamson exniolted to him, in the city
ol Now York, a copy of the Meckieuburg Declara-
tlon, in whe hapdwriting of John MeKuitl Alexsu-
der, This statement uf Governor stokes 18 en-
tirely eredible, But our Norta Carolins friends
seed to forget Lhat the statement dued not at all
heip tbe prefeudions of the Mecklenburg Declara-
Uon of Independence as now received and neld
Amwonug them on the anthority of John MeKulte
Alexunder, for we have the conlession of Mr,
Alexauder that the exissing version of wbe Meok.
Ianuu? Declaration of May 20 1775, wus wrilien by
ILLTN o
car LI, uovernor stokes saw o copy o tho
clarstion, v vould noc  have been the
PAper  su quently oomy by Mr. Alexun.
wel Iro lus  recollectious, lor at that time
the original recoras of the Mecklenhurg commiilen
were still In Mr. Alexander's pussession. Il we

| eoulu mow  rocover the aotusi traiscript of these

original recoras, as giveo by Mr. alesander to Dr,
Whlmnsol, belure 8 pupers were burued, we

should uadonbtedly And it 1o be & copy of the pro- |

ceodings had on the S18t of May, 1775 1 It =hould
farh Gt 10 0o the srae record ol nn eariier meeting,
renlly Dol on thoe 200t of Say, 1554, Wo Are sure ot
[CASE that It could coniuin nothing whicn woud
be incopsistent with the grave and deliberiate
sieps pubilely tiken by tl.ese same wen oniy
eclevon days afterwurd. It s prool epouxh In de-
rowation iroin the trustworthiness of Mr. Alexan-
der's recolleclions 1o Lhe year 1500 that they fiy in
e face of dUcumentary eviience kuown 1o be butin
geunine wnd aulneusic, and that ey wvolve the
moskdnmaging reflections on the conduct and
churacters of the weu to wiom \hey relute, nos
even exvopting himsell, for he sigued the *'les; of
Loyaliy™ 1n sheé Norib Usrollos Provineial Congress
an late us Aprnil & 1776, omiy thies munths beiure
tne national Deciaration of ludepeudence made
by the General Congress,
DOCUMENTARY EVIDEN K.

Where the documentary evidencs ls so con-
elusive aguinss the authenticity of the Alexamler
version of the Meckienburg procesdaings, it bacdiy
ueed be Sald that all coniemDorary and suusidiary
evidence I8 1D tne Same Jifection. For iu-

Ilhe ympossibuiy  of “ Py
i negatived oy & greai varlety of most
irrefragulie proois  derived rom s

conlemporanecus history ol North Caroilma. In
e first piace, 1 polt 10 FLe [ACs BoAt The sRwe
PULTIONS WO, It Is alleged, Lok purtan this decii-
ration of May 20, 1775, are known irom Doct.
weniary evicence to have participated in s com-
mktee neounyg of Meckieuburg couniy vnly eleven
days siterward, to wit, un (e Jlst of May, and at
tusl tmeeting they adupted a set ol rosOilUODS
wineh, though (n the alghost degree credilans (o
taeir revolationary g:ttluﬂ.iﬂ. wre, pevertheiess,
of Such & tenor a8 to sHence [he aypokaesis that
tnese same moen bad only eleven diys beiure re-
nonuced inelr allcgance to wne Britsh Urowo,
uniess, indeed, wWe wro to Delisve el in Apiie of |
ihe brave wouds spoken by theia on the 2uth of

May ey were swilt 1o speak in words ol “oaked

Breath' alter the oriefl Interval o reconsiders- |
ton that bad befalien them, My respoct lor

nerowe men, Whoss AOWS  wWere ot

Viendly cust im se Oriuest monids ol ford- |
tudo as well as of coursge, foibids me 1o

some proof of the fact, aod Drowi Ghare is gone
eXcept such a8 may be drawn from Lhe assomp-
tiua toat the Meckisnburg Declarstion id s geutins
ducument, Agsinst (he “recollectious” of John
Mekmit: Alexander, whether regard be had 1o
thear substanoe or sheir form, | set the ipeiwis
perha ol that Dec aration, wilen these mecu nre
hDowa 10 have pubilsbed In Mecsienburyg on the |
dlse o May, 1776—na declaration which was proated
At tie tine, which we still have in e newspapeis |
o1 thne period, aud wiich, whother tne descend-
anis of thise men o she year Le7i will near or
lorpear, | mueke bHold to characterise ns o paper
imlinitely more wortny of ail Bomsge than the
docament tney have selevted So wluhme, even if
te clalis of LOo IALTEr 1O respest wers nut open
to exceprion, Which, 48 bas Deen sech, |8 Yory lac
irom being she case,

The Deciarution ol May 31. 1o which we ners
refer, does not smunnt (o & deflnltive declarnijun
of independence; but, asstmiog that the power
of she Britmh Crown bad wvirtualir fallen into
riing, 14 SULHOTS procesd O FECONSLINOL & (Fim . -
work of civil governmens on he LRss Of Sause |
ruins,

STRONG POINTS FAVORING THE "RECOLVRA"!

NOWw (he same men Who are Ewown to have
adupted thepe redoinilons of May 81 are said to
unve adopied the rescinuons declaring inde-
peudonce of Great Brituio oo the Wiu of y NTTh
Put siie eighteentt resolution IR the ister series
expressly conlemplites & econtingenoy on which
il revoinllonary measurss wouid sl Lo sbe
ground, sud that consin Ol? I8 chat “the leglisia-
uve nody of Groat Brita 18 nes sod
AFLItEATY protensions with respect to America.'’
It s 00VIONS, thereiare, shat if these men devlared

independouce vA Wue JOLs Of MAY, 17jd ey rv-

y it LY tany witncsses that the
Meckignburg proceedin,

)
may have been toelr purport or their vrecise date
in that month, wers despatchieu by & messein-

| @er to the Continenial Congress, thea io session

in Poliedelptin, Well, we have conwmporary
useumeniary evidence in the shape of an ometul
leiter, writien by Governor Martiu—toe Colonisl
Governur of Noribh Carolinu—under date of June
a0, 1770, MRS 16 was ube resviutions of May Il
which were senl, We have the asseveration of
ar. Jeffurson that the Alexnnder version ol these
proecedings uwever cae o bis kpowledge
in Pulacelphia, We  hive the sawe  as-
severations Jrom Jobhn  Adams, accompanied
with s reasons lor  bolding 16 mordily

imjy Asille  teak puch & paper guald have come |

o Flladelpbia willous his knowlug the iack at
the time, Ve have documentary prool that the
exlstence ol anythiog (ke a Deciaration of Inde-
pendence on e vk of Hay, 17
in the wdjoining county of Rowan on the frst day
of Jine, 1750, Tor on Lhat day, tWwelve dars after
tu® date of the alieged Deciaration, 1he commitiee
ol Rewan county vised their nelgnbors of Meck-
wuburg 1o aoite with thewm i prayers fof “ilne
Hoode of Hunover and it legal succession.”” We
bave ihé Written statement of James Iredeil, an
cuinsnt cititen ol Moria Carcline, afterward an
Assuciate Justicr of she Unlted States bapreme
Lourt—a stalemeny made o ine {eu 1777, Witen
nis niemory of current eveuts in North Carolloa
fUNE have besn (Fosh—inac 0ccll very near tho
time of the National Declaration of July 4, 5376, ho
CHOVAT Deara m oman spesk on the subject of
independence whoe did  @mow  speak of I
with  Abhoreence  aod  jadigoaten,  and
iwee  the o of all ms eucily in a
appy Aud honerable reconcLiation with tireas
Wriisin'  The resder woas nut need to be re-
minded that Lhis was the commiou sentimment of all
Wtrlotic Americans (n Lhe eariy part ol the year
TT6, and tnAt ERLy senUmMAnL prevailed at even a4
mnoh inter period. A definitive decieration ol io-
depeDdence As eariy 8 May, 1715, I1n aoy pary of
thre Amacican Continent la s Bistorical anachrons
15m which would require the most positive evi-
donce WO substantiate I8 agulost the antecedent
furcn of \he probabiiiies Iotllut, sgalust (s, Hus
in this chse Kl the ilive prouls conspire with
the antecsaont probabilities to show chat thers
wad 00 such decluration A8 AT, AdeXmudor cun-
cuoted his best recollections.
RUMORS CREDITED WITHOUT INVESTIGATION,

Bns, it may be said, how 18 it possible taag the
Alexpnder story ol these proceedings, alioged to
have been Daa on the 20sh of May, 1776 shouid
have taken such a deep hold on the Norih Csrollus
mand 1f they do not neve some (oundanon in ot ¢
in respol W AN & sSEEeslon 1 e suticiens to
NAY LAt Lnese proceedings do have pome foundation

Before that noteworihy Declaration had Deean
recovered 1he Alexandcf version was pok in eir-
ciation, nod Ik was entirely natur | that the
people of North Uarelina, jastly proud of taeir
virtusus socestors, should attsen their faith to
the atory, colnciding as (b did with sne general
drift af thelr loonl triviitions rospectiug the tran-
scendent patriobism of the inbabitants of Meck-
lenburg, Too sipeerity of thelr faith (n the “Meck.
lenpurg D-cuaration of Inpevendence” 18 not o
be questioned. They are the last peapie whe
would wake & clavn which they do nos believe to
e well jounded. 1t is their misfortune that they
Were calied Lo propounce oo the werits of the
Alexander version velore they kuew thak (b was
writion from memory aslons, Bod belora Ehé
ext of tue real aeclarstlons made on the
dlst of Moy had been extumed (rom tne dnsc of &
transient obiivion, Too patriotie traditions of a
@opie are justiy dear to them. -The people of

orth Caroling are not to be blamed or clinging
with 50 thach tebDacity to the Meoklenvurg lecend.
H..ny Rmopng them do not eare 1O tGULre 1oo Burs-
rowly into the groands of goe modera scopticrsm
thut has mmed to ducradit the popular velief;
DUt there arg others among them who, renouncing
Chsie luikh 1o the [@ble of Alexander, bave planted
kiie Honor of the Mogkisnburg hoross on [he mem.
orable Meolurationd of May JL. On  that ground
Iney ars safe Irom  assauir, wnd oo thas groaud
they may conllenge for e Meckleoburg lalhers
the plous homage and reverent gratitude ol

the whole people of wtis United States. For
e peopie of Mecklenburg were the frat n
Al America, 80 far w8 1 mmn awure, te

Bolve the probiem of local self-rovern mens, us
that El“""m Wil presented to them in the year
1776, The IWWs 0f Groat Britaln haa (Rilvn 1050 precs
Lical desuetude lrom the virtusl overtbrow of the
British power in Novtl Caroling, Neighier the Cons
tnentisl Congress nor the Provineial Congress of
the colony nud provided any subatiiute f(or this
lapsg of alvil governmens, With a ialent for cons
suructive polities woieh has no rlval in nay re.
curded example of our Revolutiounry history at
tiat early day, the Commitiee of Meckieuourg
boudly grappied witn this forwidable didicuity—a
difMoulty which wus then vexing the wisest winds
ob the Continent, Whiie others were delberating
wnd g aloud [or Delp irom the general Jon-
gress the men of Meckienburg acsed uu the spot,
aud nelped themselves to & wise and weil consid.
erca munm!gu government, whlen proved ade.
quiate to ol the Wiiits of civil soctely during tae
transition period between wophrelioal suthority
and home rule,

11, hen, the patriots and sages of Mecklenhure
In 1776 ware not the able arcuitects of raiu' they
huve been alleged to be, they were ceriatuly able
arcnitecis of order, They obrought eivh order
out of eivil ruun. They kept the sacred onaricies
ot lome, ol purents, culldren, iriends and uelgh-
bors under the g8 of law, aud thus reaized
Wit Clcero s calied the blghear, as 1t cerainly
I8 the Boliest, Iunciton of organized civil goveru-
ment,

All honor, then, to the Revolutlonary heroes of
Mecgkienvurg! We BAve only to regrec that their
desceadunts should have faled to discern tae

and. befiie the genuine aua  wnihenoe |

pondence. L toey had Lecn, e men who were |
them force and effect couid nos |

MiL MEOTY, i Dhe gear 1500, U, inthe |

ol May, 1753, whatever |

nlyhesy glory of their nucestors, and that i their
Neeuiess auXiery o protect the reputation of the
redpectiablo men who have bhorne subsequeunt wit-
ness 10 g disputed polnt on their annais, tuey
Slould Bave erecied the (ulilble recoliectiuns of
John McKuitt Alexanoer into a feotitions digoity,
Wihich be was carelul to disclatm for them, [oere
15 really no reom or controversy in this whiole
WALtel 1f the paper ol Mr, Alexander bs waken as
the value assigned to It oy (is autoor, and those
who would give to (¢ » bigner authentionty must
not ouly dssame o be wise avove What he nas
written, but mudt siso ignere the most salient
fiets ¢ mposing woe record in this case,
JAMES U, WELLING.

CENTENNIAL LOYALTY.

e ey

| ROBERT E. LEE AND JUFFERSON DiVIS COUN-

SELLING ACCEPTANCE OF THE SITUATION.
OFFICE OF 1HE UNirsp Srarvs ‘

CENTENNIAL COMMMISSIONERS FOR TENAS,
Nu, 20 Brosvway, NEW YORR, May 13, 1875,

To rar EMITOR oF THE HERALD:—

In yoor tssue of this morning, In an editorfal
| alludiog to the speech of Jeferson Davis the day
| belore In Texas, you say:—+We congratuiate

Jeterson Davis upon s speech st Houston,
| Texas, 'n which he called upen tne old Counfed-
erate so'dlers to give the same devotion to the
Stare and Stripes that they hag shown 1o the flag
of the lost canse. The Influence of & mun like
Jefferson Davs upon the people who once fol-
lowed nhim, If properiy exercised, will be of un-
spAakablie benefit in the pacificarion of the ecoun-
try. With unintended infustice to General Lae,
you then add :—*We have always felt that {t will be
remembered to the disiredit of Genernl Lee that
at the close of ths war he sank (utoa poiley of
Apathy and silence, aug dld pothing to recouctie

thinge.”

In vindication of tae truth of historr, and to re-
move the discredit woleh you intimaie s the
only shadow on the otherwise Imperisnabie Mme
of one of the moss colowsal coaracters of the late
eivil war, ! am coustrained to a8k yoo to publisbh
the foliowing:—In his lef'er accepiing Lbe Presi-
deney of Washingion College, the late Hobert E
Lee sald:—

I think It the A’y of every citizen, In the prea-
ent condityon vl the councry, to do all ln e power
to md i the restorution of paage and harmony,
aud in no WAy to Oppose the poiicy of the Stule ur
general governments directed to that object. It
I8 particulariy incumbent on those charged witn
the tpstruction of the young to set them au exam-
pie of submission Lo authority.

The above memoravle and historie sentimens,
which 80 effecsnally removes the lmputation that
‘ot the close of the war General Lee did notbing

uew order of things," I8 clipped !rom his letier as
the time of its pubileation im 1569, and has
ever sinee been  carried
hook on my per=on, as [ have treasurea it in wy
| neart and sought to practise is in my life. Your
editorial, 0 nnintentionally opjust to a great
memory, Lrougbt vividiy 1o mr mind Lee's

actial coun sel to “the people he had commanded,” |
my loog reasured Possession of 1ts words of wis. |

dom, and engendered an earucst wish tor s re-
production in your columng, 10 vindioate wrush in
historvy.

Tne sacred oracie hath declared sthat **he who
ruleth his own spirit is greater than he who takoein
selty.” It 1t had been true that at the ciase of
the war General Lee “sank into a policy of apathy

and slience,” he would aave left O fame the re- |
nown of & soldier witaout demonsirating In him- |

self, ne ha has, that in the domain of passivn
and prejudice shere are jortier achievemenss and
uooler congquests than captive myriuds or sabju-
gited provinees. Bat General Lee appropriateiy
crowned & [Wme that, as yoo Inthoate, wonld
otperwise have béend ineompiets, by A moral con-
quest of him-ell 10 actoaily attempling what you
averrea e did not—viz., "o reconcile tae peopie
be had commanded to the new order of tulngs."”
Wuy 3o few of uLis former military followers,
then, lacked the moral bercldm 10 Imitate his
example 1o slso counselling “submission to au-
thority" in the acceprance of the three conatlin-
tlenal amendments, which were ‘‘the new urder
of things.” 1t were profticss now to discuss,
since whe late Indorsemeat and gscceprancs of the
new erder of Shings by both political piai-
forms, and which bDoth parties are pledged to
maintain inviolate. The support of the Balvimore
and Cineinnaty platiorm in 1872 by the men of the

South, in which they “pledged™ themseives “o |

oppose any reopening of the questions settled by
the thirteenth, (ourteenin and Glteenid amend-
ments to the constitution,"” was a final settiements
of war balances, the erasurs of all vital sectional
198ues, & prackical acquiescence (o Lee's advice of
“gubmission 10 aathority,” aml & complete vindi.
eation of the patriotism and wisdom ol those of
Lec's followers who had at an earlier day scied
upon his coanse! by also accephing ‘'uie silussion’
in order to paciticute the country.

feas of sne Conlederacy will attract the sympashy
of millions who respect valor apd monrn over
misfortane.” Tuat whizn will not the less arrest
the attention of soe ages toat are o0 fuliow I8 Lhe

of *submission to authority” aud toe ovber of
renewed “devotlom 0 the Stars aad Siripes,’’
which bad once fAvated. the embiew of victory,
over iis owWE Mississ i pii ridemen on the plans of
Buena Visra,

But the tmost aogust spectacle, that which wili
overshadow 1u moral grandeur sil other events of
tue censury, will be tae probabie complete and
voloniary extinguishmens ol the emoers of tue
war daring the Cenienuisl celebrations of 1974,

It 1 this great (act of the wonderial opporiunity
to pe afforded during she Centennlial year for e
[ratermigatton of she m~n ol the south and Noria
wuo fougut aud by moeasuring swrengin have
arped to redpecs edach other, wolch should
specially commend the Centennial celebration
and Exposition 10 the enthuslustic support nos
Only of your great vity, but the tiue men of ail
Ltue Slates, Assemiling sgain sround the once
COmMmon Ritar upon woich was Lt wue Orst fsmo
of the American struggle for ladependence, tiess

i1 fach, to wil, in the At hat Where wos a moss | WeD Of the gray and blue (despite tile politicians

TG WG IANE 9N W Bat OF Mdu. | 9i WOUI SECLIoNR, WU Bave and wowld sul foeter

3

prejudices to keep tnem allenated) will renew the
olden bonds of amity aud reconsscrate the oriye
Inal spirts of “liberty and umion," to remais for
ever one and indiviaible, W. H. PARSONS,

United S:ates Centensial Commismoner for Texsn

THE HEBREW FAITH.

CONTROVERSY IN A SYNAGOGUE AROUT THE FOEM
OF WORSHIP.

Tne Hebrew congregation of Bna Jeshoras
have been 1o & stite of ferment for the past swe
years oo accouns of s difference of opinion bes
tween the members in regard to certain changef
in the form of worsblp, Boai Jeshorun 18 shd
oldest Jewlah congregation in New York city, have
ing been founded anout forey years ago. The first
synagogne was in Elm street, wnere worship in
accordance with anclent Jewisn forms was carrisd
on for severnl yea s, The edifice proviog ted
small the congregation removed to Broadway, anl
alterward to Greene  atrect.  Suhsequently
the Greens street property was sold  sud
the proceeds devoted G0 tae porohasq
of the present svuagogue In West Talriy-
fourth  sireet, between  Boveutd  avenous
and Broadway, For oearly olne months, bowse
ever, the ecougregution have bGeen without =
regular Rabbl, The last one, Rabbl Vidaver, waq
Agreat re ormer, and disseusions arising smong
nis flock be resigned nis charge in New York and
weni 1o San Fragcisco, whoera he sccepied soonlll
from the Kelormed Jewlsh churef in that Gity.
The membership of Bnal Jeahurda {Or the pait two
Years hus been growlng smatler by degrees, tho
progressive ciemeunt leeling that o bilad sd-
lerence 1o upumporiaat forms and customs, wWhich
WErC antagonistio to the 8plrit of NG nEe, Wan cal-
cilatea to retard the growih and we'lare of the
congregoation, Tuey argued thal certain xinds u"
Ingiiumenial music were wu ald su devoilon, snd
that tha custom of separating the hunsband irom
his wile or the brother from nis mstar whilein the
AYDAZOKUY Was not only unnecsisacy, LUE Wrbi-
trary. Oa the other band, the conservanve ele=
ment cluimed that innovations were dangerous s
THAL the snfeat nlan was 10 preserve the forms
wiich had been hapded down Lo them lrom pass
ages, They were good enongh for their tathera,,
consaquently tney must be gooa enough (or them,
These {orms were ob=erved DY orthodox Jews the
world over: and, furthermore, that to permit the
proposed so-called *“reforms' wWas contrary 1w
the spirie and lester of the consutntion adupted
ut the founding of the copgregatinon over forty
years Ago. The controversy graw Lo such dimen-
sions and snch sertons consequencas wore thraas-
ened that about [wo months ngo the Board ot
Trusiees appointed two eommitless representing
bt =ides of the gquestion, who were instrucied Lo
prepare reporte, Subsequently the following ou=
toe wus issued, whlch expiains lesell i —

N ANAL JRSHUTON
CURARRGATION Xw Youk, May 7ih. 1478

Stn—Yon are requostad o attend a general e ik
the congregnlion At (he nagorus chambers, Th
fourile sireet, o Sunday, May I6th inst., at balt-pas
wo . to vonslder and take notion upon A plan
recoutmended tor ndoptiun by & Joing Commirtmn spe

smlnlml by the Board of trastees, relative Lo the witros
duetion of du organ and the alteration of soats Into

Pewa
In connestion with sald proposed 'rum the following
ad litlon to the hy-lnws wili be oftered for Aloptivn =
“It shall uot be Iawinl (1 make, or adobt any (urthen
| slierations or ehanzey of any kind or uatare what=
| soevar, o the ritual or mode of synagusuce worshis
estatiisbed by this congregution, excepl bl unsent o
at least threg-foarths of the membera preseni &1 w oob=
gregational mevting specially convened lor that purs

&

ws,r arder of the Board, E. DE YOUNG, =evrotary.
THE MERTING YESTERDAY.

When the meeting wis called to order, whichy
was shorily aiter the hour appoiuted, the Bynw-
gogne chamber was crowaed L0 exXcess with tiis
wealthy aud :ndnentisl memoers of the congregs-
tion., No representntives of the press were per-
mitied to be ‘pr-ennt, And 1t was undordtood sbuts
“8 It Was & “lamtily quarrel' the members wire
piedged 0 the utmost seorecy, Mr. M. Stras-
burger occupled the cnatr, and ap excited discus-
slun, which lested Irom paif-past two vutll sevem
| P, M., wasat once (naugurated. The report of the
Sgonservatives,” whilch did nos differ ta any moa-
terial reap=cl from the vuthine given alove, wus
firay presented. The revort of the progreesives
stowed the lollowing lacts:—

The present nDomber of membars was 2158 The
value ol séat purchased by members tn good standing
was a8 lollowsi =80 punt nmien's seats ot $A each,
$12.500; 1o gentivmen’s sents at S50, $20,700 0 ladies’

ol

the people he had commanded to the new crder of |

to reconcile the people e had commanded to the |

in & memorandum

The attendance at the “Cnurch of the Scandal,™
|
1
|

| declared against somabody.

18
You eloquently sua trntlinily atd thas “ihe qe. |

L from what 1s impure and assimilates itaeil to
conncil of the late Coalederate chieliains—ine one |

i~ L progresscs
| wre made, Thus it is that the neres
| coes tie orthodexy of
| imtelieesial Progress wre @

|
ll'll! only orinedoX members, when, in

stals at Bib), S10,5.0; 04 lnales' nafs at $125 $i1 S
| totan, $85,300; less iustalments anpaid Deceinner, 1, 1874,

$5.428; amount aus membors, $49, The presant
| yesrly expenses of the congragation, elnding salary of
preacher, amaunt Lo atio ISA00,  Should tho pew sy -

wim b adopiod we estimate that the sawo of pews wail’
renjlze say WD irom wineh dedugi sinoum: due
| presefit seat owpers, about ooy whicn will
| leave & surplus  fuod o 0. This sorpius

wa propose shouid he luvesred as & mnking rand,
e fitorest thereo! to be used toward defravine the o -
penscd of tae congrognuon.  The estiwsted costof aiter-
lﬁorll. fmaluling carpentor work, panting and romak-
susbiiuns, will ool excved $i 1 ool
of new 1, ioial gust of aiterauons, $7.00
The pews to be rated according W lotafion ; the ama o,
| range in price trom §00 10 $1.:80 sach, or from i
$2% for each seal, afd ta ba selil by presmprion o the
highest bidder, tite smount realized rom pre emntione
| W usod, A8 IRr WA DOCOSIACY, o tray
| the cost of the proposed alterations. Cwnors of
seats to recalve scrip or due tills tor the amouns
| paid by them ior thelr present wlhh‘rm-qm Lol woue,
nol ineladed). which serip or dus bills will be receiv
REALD to the amonnt of thewr tace value in pavment of

eignn,

stich seats of pews as the holder may choose 1o purchase .,
Fur the purpos® of equalimng the yearly cun ne

| of Beis Ao | the ex; gl | Wha

| puruhses aneni e puw, we r.'mﬁl t the pew e
rntha main sueory and eallery, re divided into -
SDAFRLE £lasees a00 o rdiog o valuation, each member (o
pay & single membership tax, the ssme (o be
raied acconilug tu the t or pew octw by
hun, withoat reference to the number Kats
ne may purchase in sny single w. in

of members at 150) will realize. say. as follows : <60 meme
pers, fiest class, at $50 per annam. $4,000: 55 mem|
second glass, ai §40 per annum, * 40 members,
class, &t $5 por annow, $LIAN L 87490 Addto thie
sevan per crnt interesi on $40.000, sorpius ol trom saie
uf pows, $3,30 0 renit of lemporary seals during bolulays,
$1.500; receipts from other saure :t A00; there will re.
mate & aey of $6,30, Total, S0 To make up
this defidiency We propose to levy & po rofl Assessmens
an the valuation of ihe pows of seats purchased by
| members as (0llowWe = FOr (Wo seats, the (i) ssesment
on thewr valnation. aml tor ali seats exoeoding two in
number in any mnrele pew, one-hall the ass ssment on
| waluation of (e additional seats 1o such pews purchased
by A member, Thus, sapposing the valuition of & pew
to he $1,00), the owner will pay an feessment on veiui-
ton of two sedts of 300, and one ball oo S60, R8N
wal, $TH, or aqial to sevan.teuths of (he valuaton of
| the entire pow.  Asstming (oAt ANy per cont of the en-

| ngle pe pro-
| possd memberstiup tax, (estunating the whole pumber
|

tire uminver of  seaid purchassd will be  sub-
{jees ta & e rafe  Assessunient of  one han
aniy, this nn’ leave subject o fall assessniens

AL, subidal to Nall assassment $20.500, or equal te

ceni on Lile smount
cieik regudiod 1o make
Iy this current ex-
3

S,
will rea

Al AsscssTheit of ton
e §0, 700, inore than sy
up the diTerence required W
penwes ol the congregation. It was
anew artlale be added Lo the Lyis
| lowsz=""1t ahall pot be fawiul (o mvake of adopt anv turs
ther aiterations or chanded of any kind or nacare what-
soeser o the ritgal or moede of syBagogte wordhip e
tablis®nd Ly this cougregation. sxcept apon consent of
irea-tourilis of the mombors pressul 4k i oun
sl weeting specially couvened for that par.

| It wed mgresd thal both reporta should te voted
npon together and when the roll was called it wae
fonnd that there wers 34 in [AvVur ol adnering to
the ancient customs, while 00 votes wore casiin
favor of the proposed reformsa, Anid great exaites
mant, NOWevor, severst votes ol HOIN sides were
cuallenged, but when (08 Oual POLe WAk fRkeh the
suOve FefUlt Was not materialy cinaged,

GLENDENNING ON THE WARPATH.

A TIERCE ATTACE ON THR OLD FOGIES OF THR
CHURCH--HE VINDICATES HI3 TUECLOGIOAL
GPINTONS.

in Jersey City, yesterday, wad not quite as large
as on wne previous Suooday, but ihose wWho st~
tenaed were traated to A phlipple seidom heard
Mr. Glendeoning was in his st
and the pulpit wus deco-
pouquets, a8 on the thres
It was evident Irom
earnestness In the open-
the knife wais 1o he
His rexi, iaRen in
the apstract, Wwas simple, but, appliea 1o lis por-
pose, was scatthuing. It was (rom Proverba, xiv.,
1o—*ine simple Delleverd every word, but the
prodent man lookeih well to his golug.”" Takin
sdvaptage of 1he charge of beresy preferre
aguinst oim oY une of the eiders of the chorch,
MP. Glencenming hit back 18 the following suyie :—
is ar bLetler 1w awane to Lhe direst
copfasiom  In owr thinking than
fguorance. Tunoss (nfexible
which Sv MABY DA repone,
of later give way to new deveiopmeuss in
progress of human tsought. There is somes
gond m evers system. and this good frees

from  puipif.
at a8 eary hoar,
with
sandars,
Glendanning's
that war to

ated
previous
Mr.
ing prayer

good in oLber srstems. Woaat 18 s pe
negt, whith I8 impuare 4 traostent. Thus a ne -
Ngion 18 outded witlen fortms the Biguest expres-
si00 01 Wrath, And S0is agein wid in tioe give war
W Gumab LaGugnt pr and pew discoveried
yusierday be-
to-day. nigh priests of
slaia at the allar of
tnought. Bocraled was condembed to
tetal cup becanss hie iosituted a reaction in
of irush., Gallleo was shat within prison walls
becauss Da esiabilsned Lhe of planetar
motion. At \nruut aidy & Wao cannot siun
1 the puipis an 1“0 ex o some new
ruth w bel

development of ug
domn By & CIANS O7 the |8ty that desm themselyes
] point of

ere Wil a
SlERL MOYement ol At shie
:olnl. but 0o one |elt v
A8 nuoounded confidence Lo his creed s not the
| man who ralses the hue and ory of heresy nst
Lis preshren, His faiLh 18 80 Weak and veciaung
Lhat 1b meads AlWAYS LO w iuned to ot thas
proposition, Was not alre ur lotsscan that
plunged France (nte she tnroes of jnddelity and
revointion, but It was the confirmed scoptioiam of
he priesthood, (CHab's Lp-op.'! remarked &
\ous-lpoking Individoal t0 By pelghoor, “ROw
gv' ' It 40 ‘e, pok before Wi Wit was gTRIT
Oed prascier closed suranus wish e ue
urar.

fact, Whey Are iguorantiy ortheddx,
ot among the




